This will be the final article for 2010, there is not a lot to report from the estuary or offshore fishing side of things, as the torrent of flood water that has caused the lower lying areas of Bundaberg to be inundated have prevented any kind of boating this week.   
The current flooding of the Burnett River will cause a lot of grief too many people.  As an angler, I remain optimistic that what has happened to the local estuaries in the last week of 2010 will do the local fishery the world of good. 
The force and amount of water that has come down the Burnett River and other estuaries in the wide bay will have moved a lot of sand and silt that has been slowly building up over the past decade.  It was recorded that 1971 and 1957 was the last time that this amount of water had passed through the lower reaches of the Burnett.
Floods like this, some people will only get to see once in a life time, and hopefully no lives are lost in our local area as a result of these uncontrollable forces of Mother Nature.  Please be safe during and when the flooding does ease off as many anglers will begin to head back out onto the water.  

There will be a huge amount of debris not only in the lower reaches of the rivers, but more so well offshore.  Many jetties, logs, trees, pontoons, weed clumps as big as cars and other foreign objects may be floating just under or on the surface and may be very difficult for the skipper to see.  Over the next few months, I would suggest every person on board your boat wear a life jacket whilst travelling over 6 knots.
By the time you see a log, it will probably be too late to stop, and your boat may be damaged, take on water, or even flip on impact throwing you or your crew into the water.  Be prepared, to be here for a long time so you can see the next lot of floods that will be compared to the 2010 ones.  It’s easy to wear your life jackets and the rescue authorities will have a much greater chance of finding you, if you’re not wearing a jacket, you may very well drown and never be found.
I would like to finish off this year’s final article with a thank you to all the regular readers of my fishing column, and also for those who have offered feedback to me on the articles I have submitted over the past 2 years on a weekly basis on behalf of the Bundaberg Sport Fishing Club.   
Next year will see my articles move to a fortnightly basis and this will allow another local fishing club to contribute to the fishing information that is passed on to all readers of the News mail.   So Thank you again and I look forward to continuing communicating with you every second week through the Fridays fishing articles in 2011.
